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São Romão Festivities with Colour and 

Imagination

 

Portugal/Santo André/Santiago do Cacém 

WORKSHEET#10 

Read the text carefully: 

The São Romão Festivities in Santo André, Portugal 

The São Romão Festivities are a very special tradition in the town of Santo André, in the 

south of Portugal. This celebration mixes faith, culture and popular art, bringing the 

community together in an atmosphere full of colour and joy. 

One of the most striking moments is the procession, where several women parade with 

clay pitchers decorated with flowers balanced on their heads. These pitchers are symbols 

of devotion, labour and connection to the land. The streets are filled with music, traditional 

costumes and smiles. 

One of the most curious and symbolic traditions during the festivities is the so-called ‘Bath 

of São Romão’. This ritual takes place on the beach of Costa de Santo André, in the 

municipality of Santiago do Cacém, and has its origins in ancient popular beliefs linked to 

purification and spiritual protection. 

During the festival, there is also popular entertainment, musical performances, dancing and 

the sharing of typical food. As well as being a religious celebration, it's also an opportunity 

to value local traditions and express creativity. 

Mark the correct answer with an X. 

1. Where are the São Romão festivities held? 

A. ( ) Lisbon 

B. ( ) St Andrew's 

C. ( ) Oporto 
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D. ( ) Coimbra 

2. What do women usually wear on their heads during the procession? 

A. ( ) A straw hat 

B. ( ) A basket of fruit 

C. ( ) A pitcher decorated with flowers 

D. ( ) A prayer book 

3. What do the decorated pitchers symbolise at the party? 

A. ( ) The arrival of winter 

B. ( ) Fertility, the earth and religious devotion 

C. ( ) The school holidays 

D. ( ) The legends of kings and queens 

4. Which of these materials is traditionally used to make the festive pitchers? 

A. ( ) Plastic 

B. ( ) Glass 

C. ( ) Clay (Ceramic) 

D. ( ) Wood 

5.  During the São Romão festivities, people... 

A. ( ) Play football in the streets 

B. ( ) Take part in a traditional procession 

C. ( ) Go to the beach at night 

D. ( ) Go to a film festival 

6. Why do people bathe in the sea during the São Romão Festivities? 

A. ( ) To have fun in the summer 

B. ( ) To practise water sports 
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C. ( ) To purify themselves and ward off evil 

D. ( ) Because it's obligatory by law 

7. Where is the traditional bath held? 

A. ( ) In a mountain river 

B. ( ) In a public swimming pool 

C. ( ) In the sea, on the Costa de Santo André 

D. ( ) In a pond near the school 

 

8. What elements are present in the festivals? 

A. ( ) Art, faith and culture 

B. ( ) Football, the beach and cars 

C. ( ) Toys, electronic games and cinema 

D. ( ) Races and bike races 
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